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 TERMS AND DEFINITIONS USED 

 
  



Hodson Bay Waterfront Park, Co. Roscommon 

 

 

The following sets out the definitions of the terms which are used throughout the report: 

 

(i) The phrase ‘cultural heritage’ is a generic term used in reference to a multitude of cultural, 

archaeological, and architectural sites and monuments. The term ‘cultural heritage’, in compliance 

with Section 2(1) of the Heritage Act (1995), is used throughout this report in relation to 

archaeological objects, features, monuments and landscapes as well as all structures and buildings 

which are considered to be of historical, archaeological, artistic, engineering, scientific, social or 

technical interest. 

 

(ii) For the purpose of this assessment, each identified cultural heritage site is assigned a unique 

cultural heritage number with the prefix ‘CH’. 

 

(iii) A feature recorded in the ‘Record of Monuments and Places’ (RMP) refers to a recorded 

archaeological site that is granted statutory protection under the National Monuments Act 1930-

2014, as amended. When reference is made to the distance between an RMP and the proposed 

development site (see below), this relates to the minimal distance separating the site from the 

known edge of the RMP. Where the edge of the RMP is not precisely known, the distance relates 

to that which separates the site from the boundary of the RMP zone of archaeological potential as 

represented on the respective RMP map; where this is applied, it is stated accordingly. 

 

(iv) An ‘area of archaeological potential’ refers to an area of ground that is deemed to constitute one 

where archaeological sites, features or objects may be present in consequence of location, 

association with identified/recorded archaeological sites and/or identifiable characteristics. 

 

(v) The term ‘proposed development site’ refers to the defined area of land within which the 

proposed development, including access tracks etc, may be constructed. 

 

(vi) In relation to the term ‘study area’ please see Section 1.3 above. 

 

(vii) The term ‘receiving environment’ refers to the broader landscape within which the study area is 

situated. Examination of the site’s receiving environment allows the study area to be analysed in 

its wider cultural context. 

 

(viii) The terms ‘baseline environment’ and ‘cultural heritage resource’ refer to the existing, identifiable 

environment against which potential impacts of the proposed scheme may be measured. 

 

Note: Information regarding archaeological site types and periods is provided in a glossary in Appendix 4. 


